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assignment in sensitive posts abroad. For this purpose, we have
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Hemorable Clarence Cannon
Chalrman
House Committee on Appropriations

Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr, Chalirman:

We have been trying to devise ways and means of familiarizing
interested members of the Congress with more of the details on im-
portant operations and programs being carried out by the Central

Intelligence Agency, Ihave felt for some time that a first-hand know-
ledge and observation of some of these activities would be of great
mutesl beaecfit both to the Congress and to the Agency.

Oue of the most interesting aspects of our work in the United
States is the training which is glven to Agency persennel prior to their

sstablished an installation, located not far fram I vhere:
these individuals are given a rigorous and intensive course in the -
techniques and methods which they must employ in thelr assignments
overseas. This installation is the most effective of its kind that we
know of, and I feel sure that a first-hand observation of its activities
would provide an acquaintance with the kind of operation in which we
are involved which could not be obtained through any amount of written
or oral briefing in the normal course of Committee hearings.

In order to provide an opportunity for this kind of observation, I
would like to extend a cordial invitation to you and to the members of
your Subcommittee dealing with CIA matters to be the sts of this
Agency on as fmspection of this facility on April 76 of this year.
We would propose that members able to attend this inspection convene
in my office in the Administra Building, 2430 E Street, N. #W., at
0830 on the morning of April They will then be escorted to an air-
field, where they will board a plane which will carry them to the
installation. Colonel Matthew Balrd, our Director of Training, and
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sther senior officials of the Agency will escort the group, which will

be given a thorough briefing on the varicus aspects of our work and will
Rave an opportunity to observe a typical class as they go through their
training exercises. We are suggesting a two-day schedule for this in-
spection because it is impossible to cover fully the activities of this
sehool within a shorter pericd, and many of the most interesting opera-
tions are carried on at night. You will appreciate that we cazmot give
further details in this letter, but I can assure you that the experience
will be a unique one for all those who are able to attend. We will arrange
the schedule £0 as to permit a return arrival in Washington by no Iater
than 3:00 P, M. on the 20hS £ ™

I recognize that you and the other members of your Subcommittee

are extremely busy at all times while the Congress i{s in session, 1do
hope, however, that you will circulate this invitation to sther Subcom-
gnittes members, and that as many as possidle will be able to join us.

We ¢an promise a full, but not overly tiring schedule, and comfortable
overnight facilitics. We are also pleased to extend this invitation to a
member of the staff of your Committee i you desire that he accompany

the members. Ionly regret that we are unable to extend a wider invita-
_tiem, but you will appreciate, Iam sure, that the activities which are to \
be observed are of a highly sensitive nature, and we must therefore con-
fine the invitation to the membership of the four subcommittees with B
which we desl, and to staff personnel suthorized by the Committees to N
have full access to information on our activities.

1 would appreciate it if your office would coatact Mr, %
Legislative Counsel of this Agency, (Code 143, Extension 734) after you

25X1A and the other members of the Sfubcommitiee have had an opportunity to

consider this matter. Mr, I will aleo be in a position to answer any
questions which individual members may wish to raise concerning
itinerary or arrangemaents.

“ . Siacerely,
IG:NSP/blc (21 {(Mar.56) Y

AL Signee 1-DD/I 1 -DD/S
T 1-Dir. of Training Director
NOTE: Cleared in substance with DD/S,

DD/P and Office of Training,
ﬁ'ﬂ AF|A-RDP58-00597A000200060024-0
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A Inspector General
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